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Step 1: Decide and Develop

ÂWhat is the subject of your research? 

ÂFor ideas on current issues, visit our 

libraryôs database called CQ Researcher.

ÂA subject is broad and general

ÂA topic is narrow and specific. 



Step 2: Ask Library Staff for Help

In person at the reference deskéÅ -AOL username - askLFPL

Å -Yahoo username - askLFPL

Å -MSN username - askLFPL@hotmail.com

By emailé
http://www.lfpl.org/forms/ask-lib-

email.htm

By chat or IMé

By phoneé 574-1611

http://www.lfpl.org/forms/ask-lib-email.htm
http://www.lfpl.org/forms/ask-lib-email.htm
http://www.lfpl.org/forms/ask-lib-email.htm
http://www.lfpl.org/forms/ask-lib-email.htm
http://www.lfpl.org/forms/ask-lib-email.htm


Step 3: 

Gather Background Information

Get Basic Info 
Pick up an encyclopedia and 
read about basic information on 
your topic. If the topic is too 
specific, read about the subject.

Read On...
If there are any good 
suggestions of books at the end 
of the encyclopedia article, note 
those to look up later.  

The next few slides will show 
you some different ways to find 
background information on your

topic using our libraryôs website. 



Using a Computer Outside of the Library

You will need to have your library card number and password 

handy to use the libraryôs databases.



Go to our libraryôs webpage. www.lfpl.org. 

To help remember our website address, think of LFPL 

standing for Louisville Free Public Library.



Â There are a couple of 
ways to search our 
library databases.

Ã By subject

Ã The A to Z index 

Ã On the Homework 
Help for Teens page

Step 4: Use Library Databases and 

Search for Supporting Websites

data·base: noun 1. A 

collection of data arranged for 

ease and speed of search 

and retrieval.

--The American Heritage® Dictionary of 

the English Language: Fourth Edition. 

2000.
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Follow these steps to find databases

perfect for MS & HS studentsé

Denotes that the 

site is a library 

database. Use 

lots of these in 

your research!

*



Looking for Encyclopedia Articles?

Click on the subject heading, ñReference.ò 




