




TOMATO CARE SHEET

.Site preparation: Tomatoes thrive in any reasonably good garden soil that is well-drained and gets full sun.
The soil pH should be in the range of 5.5 to 6.5. To have your soil tested, call the Jefferson County Extension
Office at 569-2344. Soil should be ammended in the fall to achieve this pH by deepspading or plowing to a
depth of 8-12" and adding compost, leaf mold, or peat moss, as needed. In early spring, till or spade the
surface again, raking to break up clods and remove stones .. Fertilize as recommended on your soil test result
form. Animal manures should be used only with caution, because excessive nitrogen tends to cause "all
foliage and no fruit". Using a fertilizer with a high phosphorus and potash analysis and low in nitrogen, such
as 5-10-10 may be beneficial. If the soil is already fairly rich, the addition of organic matter along with a
dressing of superphosphate should be sufficient.

Transplanting: After May 10, (our average last frost date), choose a cloudy, wind-free day, if possible, to
transplant your tomato plants. Water plants thoroughly about 112hour prior to planting, using a full-strenth
solution of water-soluble fertilizer like Peter's For Tomatoes. Dig a hole large enough to accommodate all of
the root ball without crowding. Plants should be set in deeper than they originally were in the containers.
Since tomato plants root freely from any portion of the stems buried beneath the soil, they may be planted
down to the first leaves. Even if some of your plants have become leggy, dig out furrows and lay in the plants,
burying excessively tall stems. This will give you a much sturdier base and a stronger stalk.Partially fill in the
hole with soil to within about 3" of the surface and water in thoroughly; being careful to settle soil around root,
eliminating air pockets. Finish filling the hole with soil and firm soil around stem.

Staking: For vining or indeterminate type tomatoes, plants grown on stakes or trellises will give a better yield
.. .of unblemished fruit. Situate the stakes or trellises when planting, as damage to the roots is less likely to

happen at this time. Plants will need tying regularly. Soft string, strips of old sheeting, strips of old pantyhose,
or other soft, stretchable materials make excellent ties. Be careful to keep the flower cluster away from.the
stake and do not tie stem so tightly that it is likely to be strangled by the tie as the stem grows and thickens.

Consistent water: Keep plants well-watered consistently during growing season, especially during drought
.. conditions. This will help ensure better yields and help control problems such as blossom end-rot. Blossom

end-rot is a blackening of the fruit on the blossom end due to a calcium deficiency often related to water
uptake.

Weed-free growing conditions: Remove all established weeds and keep soil cultivated to about a 1" depth.
Mulch with dark hardwood mulch, straw, newspapers, or plastic film to keep down weeds, conserve moisture,
help protect the fruits from rot and blight diseases, and help maintain even soil temperature.

Harvesting: Ripening time varies with location and growing season and is influenced by soil and weather
conditions. The approximate days from transplanting until the first fruits ripen are listed next to each variety.
Tomatoes are ready for picking when they reach their full color ...depending on the variety. For best flavor and
feod value, leave fruits on 'the-vine until fully ripened, then pull them off gently to prevent bruising.

Pests: Tomatoes are attractive to many worms, aphids, beetles, diseases, and other pests, so keep a close eye
on what ishappening thoughout the growing season. Damaged or stripped foliage is almost a sure sign of
tomato hornworms, and holes bored into fruits mean tomato fruitwonns have hatched. Blotched and yellow
foliage may mean blights are present, and stunted plants could mean nematodes have invaded. If you have a
problem you can't diagnose, again the Extention Office is a wonderful resource and they are glad to help.
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